
Orlando/St. Cloud Regional 
Resiliency Connection
PROVIDING AFFORDABLE, SUSTAINABLE, RESILIENT ELECTRICITY TO OUR CUSTOMERS

About OUC

Corridor Selection Process

Corridor Selection Criteria

Established in 1923 by a special act of the Florida Legislature, OUC—The Reliable One is the second 
largest municipal utility in Florida and 14th largest municipal utility in the country. OUC provides 
electric, water, chilled water and/or lighting services to 400,000 customer accounts in Orlando, St. 
Cloud and parts of unincorporated Orange and Osceola counties.

NEED MORE INFORMATION OR HAVE COMMENTS?

Throughout the corridor selection process, OUC will carefully consider public input and the Project’s 
impact on the natural, environmental, cultural and economic areas, features and resources listed 
below. OUC will select the transmission line corridor that best balances the need for electric system 
reliability with the impacts of the line on the public and the environment.

Airports and restricted airspace

Archaeological and historic sites

Cemeteries

Commercial use areas

Conservation lands

Floodplains

Geologically sensitive areas

Industrial areas

Mines / quarries

Oil and gas lines

Protected species and habitats

Residences

Schools and churches

Streams and other waterbodies

Wells

Wetlands

Information gathered during the corridor selection process provides valuable insight into unique 
properties, land constraints and opportunities, and potential impacts to landowners. We appreciate 
the community’s input and assistance as we seek to determine the corridor which will best serve our 
customers' needs. 

www.OUC.com/resiliencyconnection

resiliencyconnection@ouc.com

407.434.2800

Project Need & Benefit
In keeping with OUC’s commitment to provide customers with affordable, resilient electricity, OUC 
plans to construct a 230-kV transmission line to provide a new connection between the existing St. 
Cloud East substation in Osceola County and the existing Magnolia Ranch substation in Orange 
County. 

OUC’s decision to build a new transmission line was the result of OUC’s ongoing planning studies 
to determine how best to meet the growing electric demands of customers in the St. Cloud 
regional area. The new transmission line is needed to ensure the safety, integrity, and reliability of 
OUC’s transmission system. This line also will provide additional capacity to reinforce the Orlando 
metropolitan area’s electrical grid and support development and integration of future renewable 
energy resources.

Licensing and Permitting
After OUC completes its routing, environmental, and engineering analyses, along with public 
outreach activities, we will submit an application for licensing of a proposed corridor in accordance 
with Florida’s Transmission Line Siting Act (TLSA). This process includes a hearing before the 
Florida Public Service Commission (FPSC) to determine the need for the transmission line, based on 
reliability and economic criteria. 

As part of the TLSA process, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) will 
coordinate with the water management district(s), Orange County, Osceola County, the City of St. 
Cloud, and other agencies, to ensure compliance with state and local regulations. The public also will 
be given opportunities to provide comments and participate in the TLSA process.  

At the conclusion of the this process, a final order of certification will be issued that specifies all 
local and state requirements that govern the construction, operation, and maintenance of the new 
transmission line.

Anticipated Schedule
March 2020 - OUC expects to file a TLSA application and FPSC need-determination petition

March 2021 - OUC expects to receive approval under the TLSA for the proposed line

December 2021 - Construction may begin if anticipated deadlines are achieved

December 2023 - Line operational

Florida’s Transmission Line Siting Act (TLSA) regulations require consideration of corridor 
alternatives, land use planning, environmental resources, engineering considerations, social impacts, 
safety and overall project cost. 
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Project Study Area & Potential Corridor Segments

To identify the best location for the project, OUC established a 550-square-mile study area in Orange 
and Osceola counties. Using social, geographic, engineering and environmental data, OUC identified 
several potential transmission line corridors within the study area. Information obtained at the project 
open houses will be incorporated into the corridor evaluation.

Frequently Asked Questions

How were the alternate corridor segments developed?

OUC has solicited input from representatives of 46 local, state, and other governmental agencies 
and will continue to incorporate public feedback from residents, landowners, local governments, 
regulatory agencies, and other stakeholders for evaluation of each of the corridors. 

What input has OUC already obtained? 

The final certified corridor would vary in width to allow for flexibility and to address site specific 
conditions. The final right-of-way within the certified corridor would typically be 100 feet wide. 

How wide will the final certified corridor be?

An easement, also called a right-of-way, is a legal right to use land for a specific purpose, In the 
case of this Project, landowners will be asked to grant an easement for the purpose of building and 
maintaining an electric transmission line. An easement does not transfer ownership. 

What is an easement? 

On average, the steel monopole structures will be approximately 105 to 150 feet tall (above ground 
height), depending on the terrain and spans between structures.  

How tall will the transmission structures be?  

Easement values will be determined after final TLSA approval is obtained and a final route has been 
selected. Compensation will be based on independent market valuations. OUC will consider the type 
of property being crossed and the location of the easement on the property in determining value. 

How much will be paid for easements? 


